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Pastor’s Pen
On the eve of Mother’s Day and graduations,
here are some thoughts for you: Mom! When can I
get a tattoo? Mom! Should I dye my hair blue or
purple? Mom! I tried to get home before my curfew
but all my friends stay out later! Mom! These jeans
are what everyone is wearing!!!
Let’s just put it out there, alright? Being a
mother is tough! You have to mediate, motivate,
and maturate. You have to laugh at the same silly
joke for the 100th time. You take an interest in
snakes and frogs and also have a working
knowledge of hairstyling. As if that weren’t enough,
you are now called to understand the dangers of
technology. But the most egregious thing of all is
knowing that we put our mothers through the same
thing.
I once heard someone say that parenting is “very
little happiness wrapped up in great joy.” How does
God do it? How does God put up with our mood
swings, our stubbornness, our risky behaviors, and
our know-it-all attitudes? How do we begin to
fathom a love that is ultimate patience and hope
wrapped up in grace and forgiveness?
(continued on Page 5)

Special Sundays
this Month:
Mother’s Day, May 8th:
Mothers will be honored
with a small gift.
Graduation Sunday,
May 22nd:
Graduates will be
recognized in worship
and in Fellowship time.
Memorial Sunday, May
29th

From the Board Chair
What a joyous Holy Week capping off
with Easter Sunday. The services during
the week were outstanding with a lot of
thought and work put into each one.
Thanks to Pastor Sue, the Elders, Linda
Dougan, Vicki Gunsaulus, and Cathi
Wickett, and all of the other people who
made these services so special. If you
didn’t attend in person, I hope you were
able to watch online!
Due to several inappropriate posts by
unknown individuals on the church
Facebook page, changes in security will
be made. This will limit who can make a
post, but not limit who can comment.
When these security changes are
finalized, you will be notified who to
contact if you wish to post something on
Facebook. The administrators on the
account will do that for you. All prayer
chain requests need to go to the proper
people. Currently Julie Brown and Carol
Macksey are posting prayer chain
requests and will be happy to
accommodate your needs.
Since prayer requests will no longer
be posted on the church Facebook page,
Julie and Carol are trying to decide the
best way to get information out. We
currently have a group of individuals
who wish to receive a prayer chain
request. This is either by e-mail or
telephone. Do you want these requests
to be limited or sent out to everyone in
the congregation? Do you want to receive
these requests via e-mail or the One Call
Now system? Julie said she is able to
make a sub-group within One Call Now
and only send out to specified
individuals if you think that way is the
best. Please let Julie or me know what
you wish so we can set up the system
correctly.
(continued on Page 5)

2022 High School &
College Graduates
Please notify the church office if you
or a family member are graduating this
year.
We recognize our graduates on
Sunday, May 22nd during the morning
worship service, with a cake reception
following.
Thank you!

Family Unity Night
Thank you for coming to Family Fun
Night! A Big Thank you to everyone who
helped in anyway with Family Fun Night!
You made our job easier!
Thanks, Susan and Janice

Youth Summer Camp
If you would like help with a
scholarship to camp this summer, please
let the office know so we will know who
is going. You can register on line but let
Julie know. You can call her at 641-7925850 or email fccnewton@gmail.com.
Thanks from Susan and Janice.

Vacation Bible
School
Dates for 2022 Vacation Bible
School have not been set. But…
watch the June Newsletter for more
information. VBS is always such a
fun experience all the while learning
about God!

Coffee, Crafts &
Conversation
The next Coffee, Crafts and
Conversation is Tuesday, May 10th
from 10 – Noon. Bring your own craft
to work on, or a group craft will be
available – or just come and chat!

Mission Coalition
Mission Coalition will be selling
homemade pies on Saturday, May 7th
from 9 am to 1 pm. The pie sale is at
St. Luke United Methodist Church,
501 E. 19th St. N. Please enter the
Fellowship Hall door, the far west
door at the end of the parking
lot. Pies sell for $10 and all proceeds
will go to the Salvation Army Food
Pantry.
Surprise Mom with a pie for
Mother's Day!!

May Birthdays
and Anniversaries
Birthdays
1
2
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7
8
9
10
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19
22
27
28
29
30
31

Katie Meling
Maggie Hummel
Kayli Van Brogen
Liam Dougan
Marissa Cunningham
Debra Huyser, Tanya Goodman
Betty Southern, Dave Dodd
Rita Reinheimer
Cathi Wickett, Steve Barnett
Rebecca Roth Diaz,
Logan Hammen
Heather Hiatt, Tiff Williams
Mitch Montgomery
Mitch Curtis, Chris Cook,
Evelyn Roth
Anthony Bestell
Beth Brown
Matthew Roth
Nancy Phillips, Madison Eddins
Kelly Barnes,
Jackson Mace-Maynard
Sylvia Loupee, Darin Gulling,
Kendyl LeVelle
Michaela Gunsaulus

Anniversaries
10
12
15
16
27
29

Mark & Jody Stiles
Mike & Michaela Gunsaulus
Jim & Carol Macksey
Dan & Lisa Hedlund
Donn & Debra Eide
Adam & Jessy Wobschall

Mon

2

9

16

23

30
Memorial Day Holiday
(church office closed)

Sun

1
10:00 a.m. - Worship Service
11:00 a.m. - Coffee Fellowship

8
Mother’s Day
10:00 a.m. - Worship Service
11:00 a.m. - Coffee Fellowship

15
10:00 a.m. - Worship Service
11:00 a.m. - Coffee Fellowship

22
Graduation Sunday
10:00 a.m. - Worship Service
11:00 a.m. - Graduation
Reception

29
10:00 a.m. - Worship Service
11:00 a.m. - Coffee Fellowship

31

24

17

10
10:00 a.m. - Coffee,
Crafts & Conversation
7:00 p.m. - Board
meeting

3

Tue

May 2022

25

18

11

4

Wed

26
9:00 a.m. - Newsletter
Team
10:00 a.m. - Elders

19

12

5

Thu

27

20
June Newsletter Article
Deadline

13

6

Fri

28

21

14

7

Sat

From the Board Chair
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The church received a letter from MCG Communication who asked for an easement in the
alley at the southeast corner of the church. MCG wishes to run underground fiber optic cables
for internet service in Newton. This will eliminate overhead wires in the alley. This will be done
at the same time that Alliant Energy is laying underground electrical cables. The northeast
quadrant of Newton is scheduled to be completed in 2022, and our church falls into this area.
There is no cost to the church.
Volunteers will be used for the landscaping and lawn care around the building this year. If
you enjoy working out in the flower garden, please consider volunteering to weed and trim the
flowers and bushes. Please contact me if you can help.
Jerry Woods performed an examination of the church financial records for 2021, and no
issues were found. Thank you, Jerry.
A coffee fellowship sign-up sheet for providing cookies and helping in the kitchen is on the
kitchen counter. If you would like to provide cookies for a Sunday or start coffee and then
clean up, please sign up.
I participated in the Jasper County Community Health Needs Assessment on March 31 via
Zoom. The attendees discussed the top needs in the county and voted at the end of the
meeting. I have received the results. These areas were voted the top three: Mental Health (IP,
Education, Awareness, Crisis), Substance Abuse (Drugs), and Own Your Health/Preventive &
Wellness. A group of people in the health care provider field will set goals for these priorities.
Carol Macksey, Board Chair
641-521-9228

Pastor’s Pen
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This Mother’s Day, remember that God loves you. The brokenness of your spirit is
where God waits for you. The stain of this life of struggle is what God will transform into
beauty. The dandelion prayers you bring God in your tightly held fists are a joy to the One
who nurtures you.
Children need patience and support. As it turns out, so do mothers, step-mothers, single mothers, mothers-in-waiting, mothers in grief.
May God bless those who nurture and care for you and for creation.
Blessings,
Pastor Sue
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